
















ABSTRACT

During their 1996 spring spawning migration, Pacific herring, Clupea pallasi, were sampled from
seven of the eight commercial fishing districts within the Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim (AYK)
Region of the Bering Sea. Between 6 May and 13 June, 16,270 herring were sampled for age, sex,
and size information. Samples were collected using variable-mesh gillnets operated by Alaska
Department of Fish and Game personnel and from commercial gillnet, commercial beach seine
harvest and subsistence gillnet harvests. Overall, age-8 was the predominant age class in the run,
30.4% by weight and the population, 27.8% by number. With the exception of Goodnews Bay,
recruitment was weaker than in 1995 in all Kuskokwim districts where recruits, ages 2 through 5,
comprised 23% to 29% of the return in numbers of fish. Goodnews Bay recruits represented 28%
of the return, which is a slight increase over 1995. Relatively little recruitment was observed in
either the Norton Sound (18%) or Cape Romanzof (13%) Districts. The total biomass in all AYK
Districts combined was 61,822 tons and the total harvest was 12,081 tons, for an overall
exploitation rate of 19.5%. The mean length within each age class generally decreased northward
from Security Cove to Norton Sound. In most samples, males were slightly more abundant than
females.
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